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You are cordially invited to

“Governance and Capability”
by

Dr. R.F.I. Smith

Management Consultant
Public Policy and Management, Melbourne

Dr. Bob Smith is a management consultant in public policy and management in Melbourne. He is an Adjunct Senior
Research Fellow at Monash University (Monash Asia Institute) and an Adjunct Professor at RMIT University (School
of Management). He is a National Fellow of the Institute of Public Administration Australia. He has held public service
positions in the 1980s and 1990s in Queensland and Victoria. He holds MA (Adelaide 1965) and Ph.D. (ANU 1970)
degrees in political science. He has taught graduate units in public policy, policy analysis and e-government. His
current research includes agendas for reform of federal arrangements in India and Australia. He has authored many
books and papers, including How do international pressures affect federal governance in India, in Lance Brennan
and Auriol Weigold (eds.), Re-thinking India: Perceptions from Australia, New Delhi, Readworthy Press, 2013.

Abstract:

Two main points will be explored in this lecture. First, the most common Indian usage of the term governance tends to
focus on strong leadership. Second, the ambitions of recent governments at Union and state levels have raised
questions about how ministers could use the very smart people in the civil service to better effect. This leads to
questions about what the existing civil service institutions do well and what they could do better. The presentation
will focus on change programmes in civil services of other countries, raising possible questions and options for India.
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