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Abstract
Cow-protection, a potent tool in the hands of the cow vigilantes in their atrocities against the Muslims and Dalits,
has been one of the highly debated political issues in contemporary India. The roots of the current debate on cow
protection, which rest on the dual themes of religious sentiment and economic reasoning trace its origins to the late
nineteenth century. In this article, we trace the contemporary debates on cow-protection to two significant events –
the Arya Samaj's justification against cow-slaughter in the nineteenth century and the publication of a special issue
titled Gau Ank by the Gita Press in the twentieth century. In doing so, we aim to show how the debate on cowprotection in the Constituent Assembly of India and in subsequent judicial verdicts in post-independence India are
heavily influenced by the cow-protection discourse formulated by those two events. Thereafter, we critically analyze
two landmark judicial verdicts on the issue of cow-slaughter and we argue that the judiciary's arguments in favour
of cow protection have legitimized popular Hindu majoritarian sentiment in the law, depriving the minorities of their
right to food and livelihood. In conclusion, we attempt to provide an amicable solution to the current impasse over
the cow-slaughter issue.
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